
New Freight Car Pro uses to volutionize Railroading
Innovation Reseinbles Sai'ety

Deposit Traveling Lock Box
Commodities, Packed in Large Contaiuers, Koll Froin

Coiisignor to Consignee Safe From Thieves, Fire,
Weather, Breakage; Lifted From Car by Cranes

.n
By Wilbur Forrest

JJANSPORTATTON congeation like

that which tied up industry last
mai!. express and freight

i,bb«ries wliich mean the loss of mil-
llons annually, and other railroad evils,
all rjromise to fada mto oblivion befor*
what may prove one of the most impor¬
tant railroad innovations of the age.
i Officials of the Xew York Central
Saliro.-.i. following the conspicuoua
juecess in trials of a new "container
car" say il maj change the whole
physical appoarance of freight, express

and mail rolling stock.
The innovation resemblcs nutbing

y.cre than a long car Icaded with large
jteel safes, in which commodities of
411 kinds travei from eonsignor to

consignee, inviolate against thieves,
fjre. weather and breakagc. The safes
#r container* are lifted on and off the
iars by cranes, pern:itt:7:g the "parent"
rollirg stock to continue in immediate
transportation circulation. Closely al-

f.ed wiJh the r.ation's gigantic road-
Suilding program and t'ne. increasingly
itiiportant motor truck, railway con-

oest;on will become a rarity, it is .-'aid.
The cni\ of public interest, however.

yi the new invention :**the conserva-

t>» clalm of railway officials that it
^fil! inevitably bring about a material
¦fcwering of the I of commodities
-tf.rough cheaper transportation costs
-incident to greater economies, not only
ajfor railrdids but shippers,
£xpreta and Mail C«r
t»rrie» Nine Container*

j The "express ar.d mail" type of the
sj'eor.taincr car" ia sixty-three feet long
ir.d carries nine "containers." The
standard freight car type is fifty-three
feet in length and carries either three

' iarge or six small "containers." All the
cars are specially litted with patent
bulkheads, in:o which the "«afes" fit
anugiy down to the car bed. The "safo"
il locked before being ioaded by the
eonsignor, and once on the car is again
locked by the railroad company, the
bulkheads acting to secure the door
vntil the "container" is hoisted off by a

fTane. ^
,

5 The Fos.toffice Department, it is an-
r.ouneed, has indorscd the "safety de-

':,J»osit, travelling lock box" for all typea
of mail. Hitherto the safety of a
million dollars in jroid or valuable mail
in transit has depended on the honesty
or dexterity of armed guards who ac-

Companied the shipment in express or
iiail cars and or. motor trucks to its des-
tination after it left the railway car.
'With the new system it may travei
iioubly locked from the point of ship-
inent to its destination almost as pafely
as it would be in. any other type of
;taftty deposit contrivance.

lt was not, however, the epidemic of
express and mail order robberies dur-
ing the last year that etnphasized the
Heed of the "container car" system.
The iflea was born of the disastrous
railway congestiona of 1920, and pre-
yious to that time, when stagnated
transportation crippled almost every
Industry in the country. This situa-
¦Jion, it is learned, set no railway offi-
fcal thlnking harder than Alfred H.

p -pmith, once a railroad office boy and
fcow president of the New York Cen-

-.$r*!' ^t President Srrtith's desk in the
"Crand Central Terminal was conceived
ihe "container car." and a few days
.go the railroad installed the invention

permanently on its Hne between New
Vork und Chicago,

Initial trials were carried out. a'most
secretly, moro than a month ago.
Sea» of Car* Recently
Chsked Railroad Yards

About eight months ago almost everj
great railway yard in the i;ast and the
Middle West was choked with seaa of
cars. unable to flow in or out, dne to
general transportation congestion. Thc
great terminals of N'ew York City were
jammed so that many industries, des-
perately in nood of fuel or raw matc-
rials. were forced to close down. Coart-
wise und even trans-Atlantic shipping
was seriously affectcd. The ontiro sit-
uation was due to the inability of tho
railroads to got rolling stock nrar
platforms' or places where cars could
he unloaded and shoTcd back ihto gcn-
eral circulation. The shortagc of roll¬
ing stock due to the European war was

a, contributor to the situation.
Demoastrations earned on during the

last few weeks have shown, it is an¬

nounced, that the largest "container
ear" can be emptied of its nine "contain-
ers" by an ordinary cranc in about
twonty minutes. Fitted with othor
units. rithcr empty'or ioaded, it can be
back into circulation in about thp samo

spaee of time. Kithor lnoving or sta
tionary lifting cranes may he used for
loading or unloading, The operation
is possible directiy onto waiting mutor
trucks, platforms or even on the ground.

Railway officials assert that the tre-
mendous expense 01" maintaining box
cars and other rolling stock equal to
ail emergencies will be matcrially cut
down, because with the rapid handling
ot" content? cars may provide double
their present utility.
Some of the most important nier-

chandising firms in the East and Middle
West cooperated with the railroad in
the trial trips of "container cars.'' On
tho lirst trip--from Xew Vork to Chi¬
cago.the nine "containers" of one car

were "craned" to motor trucks by an

ordinary wrecking derrick mounted on

a diminutive flatcar in from three-
quartors of a minute to three minutes
each. All were off tho car in tvrenty-
two mmutoj. A truck delivercd thc
tirst ono to a department store a mile
from thc railway terminal i« thirty-
eight minutes and another "container"
was deliverod at its ultimate destina-
tion, five miles away, in one hour and
lifteen minutes. All nine were un-

locked by the' various consignees in
business housos, unpacked and returned
to their bulkhoads on the carr ready
to start back East, within two hours.

Postibility of Cheaper
Freight Rates Held Out
The multiplicity of savings inaugurated

by the new invention is so involved
that it seems to bear out promises of
cheaper freight and express transpor¬
tation, with savings to shippers, both
of which must eventually bring down
prices for the public. C'ostly packing
and transportation play a large part
in thc price-making of neccssaries,
whether eatables or clothing -thc two
main necessaries.

American merchants annually shij:
hundreds of millions worth of goods
which reach the ultimate buyer at
higher cost because they travel en-

cased in expensive shipping boxes, usu¬

ally of pine. It is asserted that the
"container car? will make costly pack-

The Container Car Thal Marks a New Kporh in Transportation

rpHE upper photograph shown n car nf thc cxprcss lype, with its
nine containers, each six i'< by tl dovbh lock. .1

close-vp of one oj thc conlai >w)i bclow and t" the left thc
metfiod of lr<ti \j from tht ar shown

ing entirely unnecessary, becau
packed in flimsy pasteboard box
even bound with heavy paper,
will be guarantecd iga insl bn
water or weather damage or thef Thi
breakage and damage cau

ordinary freight car or express car
runs into millions of dollars a year.

Railroads spend great sum

to maintain cooperage ;"; at ii
vals along their lines in wh ch' eoi
of men do nothing but n pair pack
cases. boxes and cralos da
transit or broken by careless rehan
dling or shifting in the cars. Tln
establishments, it is said, may be on

tirely abandoned wlien the "container
car" comes into univei >nl us< a: ::
give;; great promise of doing.

Thet'ts from express, mail and
ireight roll ing stock rui to million
annually. Crooked employees,
robbers, freighl yard pilferer:
honest truckmen are all thw irti I,
said. The only method by v

might gain would be the

ling an entire container
fted from the car

Lruck. Thc largest
of three- ton capacity,

on might prove an
c performance.
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of employees who act as freight han-
lers, clerks and clieckers, neeessary in

transferring and keeping tab on less-
than-cftrload lots, sometimes days en

route and rehandlcd at three or four
junction points. The railroad office
hudgel of the future, it is indicated,
will provide for a smaller army of this
1 in.l because shipments, placed in the
"containers" hy the shipper, will go
without rchandling ur checking t.<> des-
tination. Rehandling en route will be,
it aid, a simplc operation of shift:
ing a "container" from one car to an¬

other which will take it to the ad-
c'ressee, who may unpack and check the
shipment, either al his own placi of

business or on the railway company's
platform.

Motor trucks and a billion dollars'
worth of new roads projected through¬
out the United States are expected to
play a large part in the "container"
system,
Thc picture of th: future to enthusl-

asts is every railway station in the
country equipped with ono or more

derrick cranes for handling the "safcty
deposit" boxes. Great railway termi-
imls will bristlc with them, both mov-

ing and stationary. These cranes will
do the work of armies of employees
now engaged in freight and cxpress
handling.
Perhaps the greatest economy of all

A Poet Describes the Iron Hand in Santo Domin
J tfou* a stoy-m of indignaiit protestfrom every capital of Central and South
America poured into the White House
fnd State Department at Washingtonigaiast He autoeratic rule of naval of-
frtiaUi in Santo Domingo and against
m>tn what apptared to be the death sen-

4$ice for two well known Latin-Ameri-
Jfin writers who had violated American
f*nsorship regulations, is a secret of the
frilson Administration now told for the
prit time by Senor Fabio Fiallo, one of
%ht accused. Fabio is a. poet whost
*ame u known throughout SpanLsh-
kyeaking America. }{- ,s nou- in the
%'nitfd StaUs,

By Fabio Fiallo
1r IS not generally known in the

United States that Santo Domingo
has been under martial law promul-

| gated by American naval officers
for nearly five years and held under a

JlliUry dictatorship as autoeratic and
kumihating as any imposed on invaded
countries during the recent European
far.

LR.u?r(Ue8a 0t XM Pretexta which
?he»Wilson Administration emjdoyed to

J^m the little country, it is a fact*hat Santo Domingo's legallv consti-
U"ed wthorltiea were ousted and its

fipulation eubjected to an iron-hecl
r[* under military government with-

5? 'ny offici»l -lotice being given to
le American Congress or the Ameri-

[*" P*opie at large. Through a strict
.ensorship the whole thing was virtu-
^'y kept an official or, rather, an Ex-P«tttiTe secret.
£ t was this ring of steel and secrecy"'. 0Ur unfortunato country w'aic'.»".!< and other feUow writerg souffht
kinnM *

thro"eh When we ran theKetT °f C0«ts martial. 1 was ar-

n wcr chargU9 of fiud.t.on before r

urell Coramissio" that had been ex-

*rnor'yraa,!th0r!Zed by the milit*ry^
death 'ra! Sno^e"^ to impose- a

%/&' 2^""10" and censorship.

CWatively, a iombcr-hearted jail

ruled by prison reguiations, while the
frowning guns on big warsh'ps kept
guard just off shore. There was a wide-
spread system of espionage oporated
through a worthless element of men

imported from other Latin countries
for that purpose. It was not uncommon

to see honest and straightforward citi-
"otis, especially in the country districts,
molested, thrown into prison and
brought before cotirts martial un

trivial charges. Needless to say, no

criticism of a miiitary regime imposed
upon the people without their consent
was tolcrated, and thc presn was

muzzled to a ridiculous and incredible
degrec. All this was credited to the
fear, on the part of tho miiitary gov¬
ernment, of a rcvolt, though the popu
lation had been totally disarmod.

Press Campaign Launched
In Aid of Santo Domingo

In June, 19'-!u, the people made a de-
cided effort for deliverance in the only
direction they were permitted to do it.

They raised a public fund during a

"patriotic week" to enablc Dr. Hen-

riquez y Carvajal, the cxiled President
of Santo Domingo, to go to^Latin Amcr-
ica and present the country's case, as

well as plead to public opinion in the
United States.

During patriotic week, in company
with two prominent Dominican schol-
ars and jurists, Doctors Enrique Hen-
riquez and Americo Lugo, I decided
to launch a press campaign. We re-

ceived the support of Manuel Flores
Cabreru, publisher of Las Noticias,
one of the leading newspapers. Wo
held no purpose whatsoever to stir
the people to revolt, which would have
been nothing short oi' criminal, in
view of their defer.celoss condition;
but being personally known through¬
out South America on account of our

literary work, we hoped to draw the
attention of public opinion in these
countries to our country's plight.
Lugo made a judicious review of

the activities of the American miiitary
government, condemning certain of its
most recent actions. In my article I
look issue with the servility displaycd

by certain employees oi" the govi rn

ment and appealcd to my countrymen
to rssist every attempt of the occupa-
tion to turn them from their duty to
the tramplcd rights of the republic.
ln this the miiitary governor saw suf¬
ficient causc for a death penalty, which
he exprossly autho'rizod the miiitary
commission to impose in ;the precepl
ccnvening tho commission for thc
trial.
Locked in Medieval Jail
Built in Fifteenth Century

FolloSving my arresl 1 was locl
in tho public jail. This was tie origi-
nal primitivc citadel built by Bar-
tholome Columbus, brother of Christo-
pher Columbus, and firsl Governor of
Santo Domingo, early in the fiifteonth
century. It consists 'of a im tl \

tower, flankod by two narrow wings
and contains several dungeons, cntirely

| unsuited i'or the confinement of any
largo number of persons. Within this

¦structure were herded more than 600
convicts and with them 1 was held
pending trial. Bail was offered but
'refused by the miiitary authoritieg. 1:
has been tho policy of thc occupational
forces to lock up political offendcrs in

promiscuitj with criminal con-
mder the most repugant condi¬

tions, in view of inspiring additional
dread of court marial proceedings.

M> trial from Julj 26 to Au-
gusl 13. The commission for trial was

ed by llic militai y Go\ ernor
and wa pn iid d over by (lolonel Con-

ne Perkins, acl ing Advocate Gen¬
eral c militarj go\ ernmenl. Tho.
chai Lugo, Cabrera and my-
self was violation of "Executive Or¬
der" No. 385, a consorship regu.lation

¦' the press and very form of public
ranco. !. foi bade writing or pub-

lishing anything which "might tencl to
incite the people lo unrest" and the
off( v. ei e Liablc to any punish¬
ment which the commission might im-
P own disc retion.

Dr. Imerico ,ugo is v\ idelj and
known 1hroughout the Span-

ikin v> orld as an international
iui und literarj author. He was a

¦' to the 1910 Pan-American
c< membci of the In¬

ternational Congress on fllirisprudence
recent ly held iii Rio de Janeiro. My
ow n im also f imiliar to Ihe pub-
lii of Soul h Vmei ca n countries b<

if iny writings.

The Castle Prison of Santo Domingo

JT.V this famous fortress, Fabio Fiallo, the poei, was impriaoned

The news that we were facing a death'
sentence before an American miiitary
commission in our own country leaked
out through Cuba and Porto Rico to
South America, and a storm of indigna¬
tion and protest was raised in the
ter countries. Cablegrams from every
Latin-American capital were sent to
Washington, to the White House und
State Department. So widespread wa.-,

thc scandal that it tended to impress,
perhaps, more than anything else upon
the Washington authorities the neces-

sity for a change in the conditions to
which our country was subjected.
Xo death sentence was passed, but

I received a sentence of five years at

hard labor, which was later reduced to
three years and a line ot' $2,500. In
tho mean time Cabrera had been simi-
Iarly sentenced. Santo Dominican jour-
nalists seemed to be in bad favor else-
where, Rafael Sanabia und Oscar De-
lanoy, two young writers, and Luis
Castillo, formerly a Dominican Con-
gressman, were all sentenced for al¬
leged violation of censorship regula-
tions. In Santiago, the second city of
the rcpublic, and at Moca and Puerta
Plata the miiitary authorities also had
arrested and sentenced to hard labor
several newspaper men who had in-
curred their disploasure.

Lugo's trial never was finished. be-
causc by the time he went on trial thc
scandal created in South America had
induced the Washington authorities to
order a suspension.

All the incarcerateJ newspaper men
v ere subjected to the same treatment
--mixed up with criminal convicts,
forced to wear the convict garb, to
share tho coarsc and insufficiont Vfison
fare, and some were put at hard labor
in stone quarrics and on road construc-
t'on.

Ai! the men sentenced, without ex-

ciption, were Dominican citizens of re-
fmement and education, whose only
crime was to voice the grievances of
their countrymen.
My own health began to give way

after a certain time, due to the prison
dampness and the insufftcient food.
'Ihe pri>ori physicians recommended
that I b a! lo\ ti -ood from

friends and relatives on the outside.
Out of fear that I should share the
food with others, however, they placed
a guard over me while eating, and
rather than submit to this humiliation

refused the privilege. On October 5,
1P20, 1 was set free on direct orders
from Washington, because of the in->
Kryontion of South American eoun-
tiies, and a little later my fellow pris-
01 er« were liberated.
The gist of procedure as outlined by

the Military Governor, justifying the!
sentences passed, was that which main-
tains the omnipotence of military law
to supersede all legal statutes and in
the unlimited powers it accorded to the
military commanders who exercised it.
The Dominican people are able to ap-j

preciate the true spirit of American
institutions, and their leaders always
have urged them not to lay t.he ills
they have been suffering, under mili-
tary invasion at the door of the Ameri-
can nation as a whole. There never
has been personal ill feeling against'
American-, and tho few and slight
signs of irritation brought about by the
intervention will disappear instan-
taneously with the return of independ-
ence. That this act of justice in re-

dress for a tragical mistake of the re-

tiring Administration will be immedi-
ately accomplished by President Har-
ding nobody in Santo Domingo doubts.
The people hailed his election as a,

promise of prompt and complete relief.1
This promise they construed out of his
campaign speeches on the subject, when
he condemned the "illegal" intervention
and assured hia countrymen that if!
elected he would not tread that road of
injustice and treason to American
ideals.

.Mr. Harding is to all appearances too
well identified with American tradi-
tions to have entered the subject in the
spirit of mere political speculation, and
what we have been able to learn about
his character credits him with dignilied
simplicity and sterling franknes:s. South
of the Gulf of Mexico a whole conti-
nent-awaits his decision. It will have a

bearing on the future relations of the
V- cas «

Cut iii Transportation Costs
Predicted by Traffic Officials

.r

Iuvention Materially Expedites Handling of Freight:
Container*. From Three to Six to a 53-Foot Car.
Can Be Unloaded in About Twenty Minutes

risualized by railway ;r.en is the.con-
servation of' space in already trowded
terminals. The further expansior. of
terminal space and trackage-, for px-

umple, in Xew York and adjacent points
has almost reached thc limit. Once
lilled with rolling stock they becorne
a problom, damming up trarisportation
for hundreds c-f milcs behind them.
Every New York torminal less than a

year ago was so crammed with rolling
stftck that the carrying capacity of
roads throughout the entire East was

alarmingly cut down and transporta¬
tion arteries throughout the country
were affccted. Under tho attention of
electric. or steam eranes handling
movablo units of froight this situation
could not have happened, say exports.
Xeither cars nor strings of cars would
necessarily have been forced ,to remain
long on invaluable trackage space, due
to labor shortage, strikes, the inaction
of shippers, limited track or platform
unloadmg space. The manufacturer
whose factory depended on the raw ma-

terials standing in cars under the new

picture could have sent his motor
trucks to take it away and contributed
thoreby to his own welfare as well as

that of thc railway. Failing in this,
the roads could have unloaded their
"containers," retilled the cars with
"empties" and thrown the cars back
into much needed use along the ss it< ra

Ample. supplies of extra "containers,"
according to New York Central officials.
will be the salvation of transportation
and business in the future.
Thc importance of the motor truck

and good roads as contributory factors
in thc new rolling stock system was

emphasized last year, when the switch-
men's strike threatened Chicago with
famine. Meat was thc special com¬

modity in this case, but goods of all
kinds on which Chicago's commercial
life depended were tied up at points
outside the city or in railroad yards
inside. A shortage 0f railway cars

had already kept Chicago and outlying
towns and cities on a one-day ration,
and when the switchmen decided to
strike not only the metronolis, but
the outlying places, faced a serious
shortage of food.

Motor trueks were called into serv¬

ice. With specially nnd hurriedly con-

structed "container-" .-. the bodVers 'of
the trueks and other on trailers, com¬

modities wbizzed over the roads tb
Waukegan, Aurora. Elgin, Gary and
other cities within a few ours. Like-
wise trueks unloaded stalled railway
cars and carried the goods into Chi¬
cago.
The big Chicago packers took th*

lead. They had visualized the s.'.n-
tion before it came ar:d had purchased
¦¦'¦ large supply of specially designed
tractor trailers, whicb were in reality
small refrigerator cars. On trucl
paekers sent their meat to the
v ise mea less o itlying cit es. Each
trailer carried more than a ton of
meat.

rhe largesl "conta ners" so '"ar tried
out by the Xew York Central are up¬
ward of three tons capacity, and while
this railroad has r.oi yet ir.aug>:rated
the refrigerator "container" it is an¬
nounced that thesi 11 fol :. ,t onl;
for the initial transportation of meat
but all other kinds of perishable food
I'nder norma! circumstances the ord;-
nary motor truck of ] roper burdei .

carry thei sa .-. itiouslj
cviti to tow ni ol lagi here r
roads do not exist.
A detailed description of "containei

cars" already in the ser ¦. road
whose president invenled them is a;
follows:
The freight type of standard equip-

ment, 50 feet long, carrjes either three
lB-foot or uix 7%-foot "contiauers."
Both classes of "safes" fit down into
bulkhead groovea to prevent shifting
in transit.

Th'- express type car carries nine
"containers" measuring nine feet wide
by six lons, with an inside clear height
of seven feet four inches and a door
three by six feet. They have wooden
floors and special attachments and re-
mforcements for convenient liftir.g and
hsndling.
The new tvpe cars aie being manu-

factured at East Hochester, N. Y., un¬
der the supervision of railroad eqi;:".-
nient experts.

Corn Enders
the old sort.and the new

Corna used to be created
by fakera.

But science has found a

better way to treat corns.

And millions have adopted
it.
The modern way is

Blue-jay.liquidoxplasttr. A
famous chemist perfected
it. This great surgical dreas-
ing house prepares it.

Blue-jay ta applied by a
touch. The corn pain enda
inatantly. Then the com is
gently loosened. ln a little
while it comes out.

lt is folly to pare corns or

to treat them in unscientiftc
ways. This new way isend-
ing some 20 million corns a

year. It will end youra any
time you let it.

Prove this tonight.
Plaster or Liquid

Blue - j ay
The Scientific Corn Ender
BAUER &. BLACK Chicago New York Toronto
MaJcera efBftB Sterile Surgical Dres»lng t .oi Alli«d PraducU

"ROCK-BOTTOM" SALE
Dining Room Suites

\V eeven go below thc prevailing tendc >
in prices and offer this Qtieeil Altll
Walnut Dining Room Suife
the 8 Pieces
at
onlv. $210 Sold for

v»!io Bevoa
Mantht* a#o

LESS
THAN
HALF
PRICE
Furniture price* have come dovwa B&T cannot stay down,
Makers barve curtailed producrton. The Puhhc refrained frorn
buying for quile a period. Triere will be a scarcity of furniture
now that buying has resumed so heavily.

The T. D. OWEN CO. Inc,
34 EAST 23rd STREET

(4th Ave. Subway.23d St. Station)


